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Creative Counterpoints is a one-day interdisciplinary 
event that draws inspiration from a range of 
narratives by and about women artists, writers, 
educators, and scholars. In Creative Counterpoints we 
examine how women’s creativity informs and is 
inflected by the ways in which we navigate social and 
cultural spaces, the personal and the political spheres, 
our selves and others. The “counterpoint” in the title 
refers to the many intersections and exchanges that 
constitute women’s identities and experiences, as 
well as the dynamics at play in the creative process. 
 
Creative Counterpoints is designed to include two 
sessions of conversations and presentations, a 
roundtable, and the closing reception of the 
exhibition Creative Counterpoints at the Arnheim 
Gallery. The exhibition, in view March 14-19, features 
a selection of artworks produced by the 
undergraduate and graduate students of the course 
Women’s Literature in Global Perspective, taught by 
Marika Preziuso in the spring and fall of 2015.  
 
 
Organizer and moderator: Marika Preziuso, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Liberal Arts, Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design. 
 



Creative Counterpoints has been possible thanks to 
the generous support of: MassArt Foundation, 
Department of Liberal Arts, Department of Graphic 
Design, Department of Academic Affairs, Office of Civil 
Rights Compliance and Diversity, Center for Art and 
Community Partnership (CACP), the Community 
Exhibition Team (CEI), Graduate Programs Office, and 
Student Development.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Program of the Day 
 
Symposium: Lecture Hall 
MassArt Design Media Center 2:00–7:00pm 
 

2:00-4:00pm  

Introductory remarks Dr. Marika Preziuso  

Counterpoint #1: Creativity, Empathy and Social 
Justice 

Maria Popova, Writer, Curator and Founder of Brain 
Pickings;  
Prof. Gunta Kaza, Professor and Chair of Graphic 
Design Department, MassArt;  
Christina Huilan Wang, Second Year Candidate, MFA 
in Photography, MassArt; 
Moderator: Dr. Marika Preziuso, Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Liberal Arts, MassArt 
 

4:00-4:20pm coffee break  

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

4:20-6:20pm 

Counterpoint #2: Women, Representation and 
Cultural Markets 

Dr. Rachel Mordecai, Associate Professor of 
Caribbean Literature, UMass Amherst;  
Dr. Sharon Heijin Lee, Assistant Professor/Faculty 
Fellow of Social and Cultural Analysis, NYU;  
Anne Sisto, Third year graduate student, Dynamic 
Media Institute (DMI), MassArt;  
Moderator: Dr. Marika Preziuso, Assistant Professor 
Department of Liberal Arts, MassArt 
 

6:20-7:00pm  

Roundtable and Closing Remarks 

 
Reception  
Creative Counterpoints  
Student Exhibition 
Arnheim Gallery, 7:15-8:30pm 



Speakers at Creative Counterpoints 
The six speakers at Creative Counterpoints combine 
their work across various spheres of knowledge and 
creative thinking, with a specific focus on women’s 
identities and experiences transculturally. Their 
interests range from literature, pop culture, feminist 
theory, psychoanalysis, art and design. 
  

 
Maria Popova is a writer and critic who has written 
for Wired UK, The Atlantic, The New York Times, and 
Harvard’s Nieman Journalism Lab. She is a MIT 
Futures of Entertainment Fellow. Maria is the founder 
of Brain Pickings, a one of a kind curatorial 
experiment of literary and artistic wisdom that she 
started in 2006, and that is, in her words, “an 
inventory of the meaningful life.”  
Contact email: brainpicker@brainpickings.org 



 

Gunta Kaza is Professor and Chair of the Graphic 
Design Department at the MassArt, where 
she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses. 
Gunta received her M.F.A. from the Rhode Island 
School of Design, and is currently writing her doctoral 
dissertation on depression, passivity, and 
transference at the Boston Graduate School of 
Psychoanalysis. She is particularly interested in the 
intersection between art/design and psychoanalysis. 
She is principal designer/owner of Kaza Design. 
Current projects include "Mute, Muse, Mutiny," a self-
authored project based upon the tea towel as a living 
metaphor. 
Contact email: gkaza@massart.edu 

 



 
Christina Huilan Wang (aka Xtina) wears lots of wool, 
whittles spoons, enjoys crosswords, stares at the sea 
a lot, and thinks about the conditions of ideology that 
surround race, gender, power dynamics, and 
Neoliberalism. Xtina also takes pictures for school 
sometimes. 
Contact email: chwang@massart.edu 
 



 
Dr.Rachel L. Mordecai received her Master’s degree 
from the University of the West Indies, Kingston, 
Jamaica, and her doctorate from the University of 
Minnesota; she is an Associate Professor in the 
English Department of the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. Her primary areas of 
teaching and research interest are Caribbean and 
multicultural American literature. Beyond these, her 
current research interests include African Diasporic 
popular culture, and the Caribbean presence in US 
popular culture. She is the author of Citizenship under 
Pressure: The 1970s in Jamaican Literature and 
Culture (UWI Press, 2014), which investigates the role 
of expressive culture in negotiating and memorializing 
the politically tumultuous and culturally vibrant 1970s 
in Jamaica. 
Contact email: 
mordecai@english.umass.edu 
 



 
Dr.Sharon Heijin Lee is a Visiting Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Social and Cultural Analysis at 
New York University, whose research agenda explores 
the imperial routes that culture and media travel. In 
addition to her book manuscript, The Geopolitics of 
Beauty, which maps the discursive formation of 
plastic surgery in South Korea, Asia, and Asian 
America, Lee is co-editing two anthologies: From 
Bollywood to Hallyuwood: Mapping the Affect of 
Power and Pleasure Across Pop Empires, forthcoming 
in 2016 from University of Hawaii Press, and Fashion 
and Beauty in the Time of Asia. 
Contact email: sharon.lee@nyu.edu 
 



 
Anne Sisto is a dynamic media artist, art director and 
feminist. She spent the last decade working in the 
advertising industry on clients including Four Seasons, 
Best Western, Emirates Airline and Saint Lucia. While 
receiving her Masters at MassArt's Dynamic Media 
Institute she took a critical look at the effect that the 
male dominated media industries have on the 
portrayal of the female experience in American pop 
culture. Her work as an artist highlights the media’s 
limited perspective on women and its use as a 
subconscious reference point for the formation of 
female identity. 
Contact email: anne.k.sisto@gmail.com 



 
Marika Preziuso is Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Liberal Arts at MassArt. Marika holds a 
PhD in Comparative Literature from the Caribbean 
Diaspora, and an MA in Gender, Society and Culture, 
both at the University of London, UK. She teaches 
courses on diasporic and transnational literature, 
Latin@ and Caribbean literature, and women’s 
literature in comparative perspective. In 2014 Marika 
co-edited the collection of essays Migrant Identities of 
Creole Cosmopolitans, published by Peter Lang. Her 
article “A Subtlety by Kara Walker: Creating 
Vulnerable Art” is forthcoming in the Journal of 
International Women Studies.  
Contact email: mpreziuso@massart.edu 
  



 
 

Our Creative Counterpoints 
 
Creativity is a combinatorial force: it’s our ability to 
tap into our mental pool of resources that we’ve 
accumulated over the years just by being present and 
alive and awake to the world, and to combine them in 
extraordinary new ways.  
Maria Popova 
 
What makes listening empathic? Is there such a thing 
as collective empathy? 
 Gunta Kaza 
 
How do we look at our world with an unclouded and 
critical eye, see the various ways that oppression 
parades as freedom or normal, say 'no' to it, and make 
space for those who are hurt by it?  Can the making of 
that space come out of love?  Can that making be fun? 
Christina Huilan Wang 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
As a scholar, I have a lot of curiosity about my own 
creative process; I wonder particularly how much it’s 
inflected by the multiple and intersecting axes around 
which I am made legible to myself and to others. 
Rachel Mordecai 
 
In creating counter-narratives, what claims are being 
made about nation, homeland and the 
heteronormative body? Sharon Heijin Lee 
 
What happens when the female experience 
represented in pop culture is created and produced by 
men? Anne Sisto 
 

Can the vulnerability that is needed to recognize the 
“others” outside ourselves, as well as the many 
“others” within ourselves, lead to meaningful and 
inclusive creative practices? Marika Preziuso 
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